INTRODUCTION
,1
Control of dissolved solids (salinity) in the Colorado River Basin is an important waterquality management issue. Excessive dissolvedsolids concentrations in the Colorado River economically affect public water supplies and irrigation. In addition, dissolved-solids concentrations are a political issue, because of the international agreement between the United States and Mexico on the quality of water in the Colorado River at the International Boundary (U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, 1991) .
The Nevada part of the Colorado River basin encompasses about 12,000 mi2 , of which 70 percent is public land. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (USBLM) is responsible for managing large tracts of public land in Nevada. Waterquality monitoring stations existing before 1988 were at or near the mouths of tributaries to Lake For die purpose of this report, dissolved solids and salinity are synonymous.
Mead on the Colorado River ( fig. 1) , below multiple sources of dissolved sob'ds. Data collected at these sites were insufficient to assess what percentage of the overall dissolved-solids contribution to the river comes from public lands.
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), in cooperation with the USBLM, began a 5-year program in October 1988 to assess the contribution of dissolved solids from public lands in the Colorado River basin of southeastern Nevada. As part of this study, four gaging stations were established, one each on Pahranagat Wash, Muddy River, Meadow Valley Wash, and Las Vegas Wash ( fig. 1 ). All but the Muddy River gage are above major urban and agricultural developments.
The Pahranagat Wash gage is in an ephemeral channel about 9 mi northwest of Moapa and about 4 mi northwest of the Muddy River gage. Flow in Pahranagat Wash at the gage is primarily storm related. Surface runoff past the gage may not reach the Muddy River because of infiltration and evaporation.
The Muddy River gage is about 5 mi northwest of Moapa. Perennial springs are the source of the Muddy River, and flow continuously reaches Lake Mead.
The Meadow Valley Wash gage is about 14 mi north of Moapa. The flow is perennial at the gage, but it is intermittent at some reaches of the wash upstream and downstream of the gage. Flow infiltrates about 3 mi downstream, and only during extreme snowmelt runoff or intense storms does surface flow reach the Muddy River.
The Las Vegas Wash gage is about 4 mi northwest of North Las Vegas, above urban development. The channel is ephemeral, and small flows may be contained in a manmade detention basin about 1/2 mi below the gage. Larger flows reach and pass through the detention-basin outlet.
The purpose of this report is to present tabulations of selected water-quantity and waterquality data collected at the four sites from October 1988 through September 1991. The data include daily mean streamflow, daily mean specific conductance, miscellaneous measurements of streamflow and specific conductance, and laboratory determinations of dissolved-solids concentration. At completion of the 5-year study, the accumulated data can be used to estimate the magnitude of dissolved-solids contributions from public lands. These estimates, in turn, may help form a basis for development of salinity-control programs.
BASIC DATA
Data-collection instruments at the four sites include continuous streamflow and specificconductance recorders. Streamflow data and specific-conductance data were recorded halfhourly at Pahranagat Wash and Las Vegas Wash, and hourly at Muddy River and Meadow Valley Wash. The four sites were visited about once a month.
Daily mean streamflow at the four sites is listed in tables 2-5. Pahranagat Wash and Las Vegas Wash sites are ephemeral channels, and days of no flow are recorded as 0.00 ftVs. Missing values of daily mean streamflow are estimated and noted with an 'e'.
Daily mean specific conductances are listed in tables 6-9. Conductance is the ability of a solution to conduct an electrical current due to the presence of dissolved, ionized constituents. As the concentration of dissolved constituents increases, the conductance of the solution also increases. The specific-conductance measurement, therefore, is an indirect, approximate measure of dissolvedsolids concentration (Hem, 1985, p. 66-69) . No specific conductance was recorded at the Pahranagat Wash gage during water year^ 1989, and the Las Vegas Wash gage during water years 1989 and 1991, even though flow occurred. Missing values of specific conductance are not estimated; instead, they are noted as "not determined." Table 1 summarizes the data on daily mean streamflow and specific conductance listed in tables 2-9 for October 1988 through September 1991.
Water year is the 12-month period from October 1 through September 30, designated by the calendar year in which it ends. Instantaneous measurements of streamflow and specific conductance made during routine and storm-related visits are listed in tables 10-13. Water samples that were collected during the visits were analyzed for dissolved-solids concentration, in terms of milligrams per liter, at the U.S. Geological Survey National Water-Quality Laboratory in Arvada, Colo. These data are listed in tables 10-13. These and other water-quality data collected as part of this project are presented in the U.S. Geological Survey annual waterresources data reports for Nevada (U.S. Geological Survey, 1990-92) . .00 .00 .00 
